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' Anatomy * . 

IL NADU] ACT No 

[THE TAMIL NADU] ANATOMY A 

ecezved the assent of the Preside 
first published in the Fort S 
14th August 1951:) 

An Act to .provide for the supply of unclaimed bodies of 
deceased persons 3[to tea- medical institutions and 
hospitals for the purpose of anatoollcql examination 
and dissection or medical relief or treatment.] , 

W&AS it is expedient to pr 
. unclaimed bodies of demand persons tea 

institutions and hospita 1s lor ine purpose 0 
examination and dissection or medical relief 
ft is hereby ena zted as follows :- 

. short title, 1.(1)This Act may be c 
extent and Anatomy Act, 1951. 

CommenOBment. 

(2) It extends to  the whole of the qState of Tamil 
NZ+.U]~ 

(3) This section shall come into force at ohce; 
I 

. , . * . "  -- 
i These words were substituted for the word '* Madras " by the 

Tamil Nadu Adaptation of Laws Order, 1969, as amended by th3 
~ a m i l  Nadu Adaptation of Laws (Second Amendment) Ordcr, 1969. 

For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see Fort st. George 
Gazette, dated the 27th February 1951, Part-IV-A, page 54, 

This Act was extended to the Kanyakumari district aild the shen. 
Qttab taluk of the Tirunelveli district by section 3 of, and the First 
Schedule to, the Tamil Nadu (Transferred Territory) Extagion of 
-h* Act. 1960 (Tam11 Nadu Act 23 of 1960) repealing the con- 
ponding la\$ ... Grce in 1 hat territory. 

3 words scre SJ k-,ilrutd for tk 3 oras fi kj kiic+ing ahf 
j d u t i o ~ ~  for the purmic 0: anatomical cxaminatjon and diSSeCtiOn9~ 
by se*ion 2 of the Tamil Nadu Anatomy (Amendment) Acr, 1960 
(Tamil Nadu Act 10 of 196nX 

4 This expressicn w::s substituted for tile 
of Madras" bY the Tamr i Nadu Adap(atiun L 
as ammded by the Tamil -QU A 

:Amendment) Order, 1 959. 

* - 
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1 : T.N. Act XVIII] Anatomy 195 rC - 

'(4) The State Government, may, by notjf i~~iion in 
2Fm=t St* George Gozefte, direct that the remaining 

visions of this Act sh2.l.I cGme ink0 folce o n  sachd8re 
in sucharen as n12.y be spe cifiic in the nci;fi(s icn, 

2. In t his Ac:, u idess i hcrc is anythingrepugmaat in t he Definitions. 
ubject or context- 

(a) ' authorized o fflcer " means an oacer au tho* ;;:d 
r section 3 j 

(6) hospital" means any hospital established or 
maint;:ined by t he State Government, or by any municipal 
council, @ district board or pgnchayat and includes 
any other hospital which may be deckred by the State 
Government by notification in the F o ~ t  St. George 
Gazette, to be a hospital for the purposes of t  his Act 2 

(c) near relative " mc;l.ns any of i he foll~wing 
relatives of the deceased, namely, a wife, h ~ s l ~ a n c  ,parent, 
son, daughier, brother or sister and. incl~.des any other 
person who is related to the decensed (i) by lincal consan- 
guinit y within three degrees 01- by co 1lr.k~ a,l co nscanguinit y 
within six degrees, or (ii) by muiicge with any of the 
relatives aforesaid 4 

Explumlion.--The expre~sions'~1ineal co ns;inguinit y9' 
and '' collateral consanguinity " shall have i hc meanings 
assigned to them in the Indian Succession Act, 1925, and 
degrees of rel?,tnlion;l$p shcll computed in lLe manner 
laid down in t hc.,i. Act. 

(d) cc prescribed '" means prescribed by rules made 
.: by~heStateGovcrnmentunderthisAct; 

.'. - --,..-.).-s.-- -J.. ~_I_"+ 

1 Section I came into force 011 the 14th August 1951. The rest of 
the Act came into force on the 1st July 1952. 

Now the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette, 
* @ The district boards havc now been abolished by tho Tamil Nadu 

Pancbayats Act, 1958 (Tamil Nadu Act XXXV of 1958) and pan- 
chayat union councils have stepped into the shoes of the district . 
boards. Please Sde section 13 (1) read with section 197 (vi) 01 Tamil 
Nadu Act X X X V  of 1958. 
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(e) " teaching medical institutions " means any of 
the institutions specified in the Schedule l o this Acf and 
includes any other ins$i4~dion which may be c'ec~ared by 

a the Sta.te Goverrment, by nu~i&x:.ii;ll in t h ~  I Fort St. 
George Gazette, to be n teaching medical inst iiution for 

s .  . the purposes of t l  is Act 1 
'"'m., Q.T. 

(f) " unclaimed body " means the body of a person 
,. who dies in a hospital, prison or public place, which has 

not been claimed by any of his near relatives within such 
time ah may bc prescribed. 

p O w ~ d  3. (1)The Stc.te Government may,bynotificationin 
state the 1 Fo rt St. George Gazette, 8.v.t.uthorize for the area in - 

G o m a t  which this Act comes into force or any par1 I hereof, one 
to a'tlthoriae or more o fflcer s to whom a repol shp.11 be mzde under m c e r s  to ,a u d r  section 4 and who shall be cm mpetenf. to act u ild er the said 

section 4, section. 

(2) Every offir~r authorized u ud er s l ~  b-sect io n (1) 
shall be deemed to be o public servr?nt wii hi11 f he meaning 
of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 

Unclaimed 4,(1)If8persondiesinahospita1orinaprisonand 
aead bodies his body is not chimed by any of his near relatives within 

bospitds* such time as may be prescribed, 1 he 2,111 hcr if y in c & p  ptisorts and 
publh placa of such hospital or prison she.11, wir h the least practicable 

how to be delay, rep",: the fzc1 to the ~ u t h c ~  izcC officer, and the 
Qatwith .  saia officer shall t a b  possession cf the unclaimed body 

and except in the case referred to in su b-sectio n (31, hand 
it over to the authority in ch?.rge of 2[a teaching mdical 
institution or z hospit~ 1, if it is required. by the authority 
in-oharge'of that ins!ituti~n or hospital, for the purpose 
of ana.tonaic;l,l exad~Pfl;r~t ion and dissection or medical 
relief or treat men< as the a s :  may be.]. 

(2) If a person dies in any public place in an arm 
in which he had no permanent place of resideme and 
the body of that person is not claimed by any of his nem 
relatives within such time as may be prescribed, rho 
authorized officer shall take possession of the undd 
body and except in the case referred to in sub-sectio 
hand it over o the authority in- charge of 3[a tea - --- 7 

NOW the Tal?zil Nadu Govcmment G~zette. 
?Ihese wi)rds were su%tituked for th,: wrds  '' a t e a  

institution, if it required by that authority far the 
condu~ tin& anatomical examination and diss~t  j ons* 
3 (i) of the Tamil Nadu Anatomy (Amendment) Act, 1 

Act 10 of 1960). 
8 

- - -  - - 

-* - " 3 
. - 
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institution Or 8 hospital], if it is required by 
ority, for the purpose specified in sub-seaion (1). 

(3) When there is any doubt the cause of 
th or when for any reason the authorized of iar  

do, he shall forward the 
ce of8cdr referred to in section 

a1 Procedure, 1898. 
(4) Where any unclaimed body taken possession 

f by the authorized officer under this section is not required 
the authcrity in-charge of' ' [ a  teaching medical 

for the purpose specified in 
be disposed of in such manner 

t or dispute arises whether a person Doubt or 
disputes as ive of the deceased for the purposes to, 

of section 4, the matter shall be refenzd in the City of relati= 
Madras, to  a *Presidency Magistrate, and elsewhere to to be 
a Magistrate of the First Class,* and the decision of referred to 
Magistrata shall be final. Presidency Magistrate 

or Magis- (2) Pending such decision, the body of deceased trate of 
person shall be preserved from decay in such manner as First Class,* 
may be prescribed. 

6. Whoever disposes of, or abets the disposal of Penalty. 
an unclaimed body save as provided by this Act, or 
obstructs any nuthority in charge ol" r. teaching medical 
institution 2[or a hospital] or an authorized officer from 
handing over, taking possession of, removing or using such 
dead body for the purpose specified in section 4, shall be 
punishable with fine which may extend to five hundred 

7. MI officers and servants of tho Police, Medical -2d Duty 
Public Health Departments, all officers and ,,:-rants in Police and 
the service of a local authority, and all village officers other officers 

to assist in 
and servants shall be bound to take all reasonable measures obtaining 
to assist authorimd officers in the discharge of their duties possession 
under this Act. of unclaimed 

.- -. -- bodies. 
r the wards "a  teaching 
of the Tamil Nadu Anatomy 
u Act 1') of 1960). 

a ?'hZsc wJrds were inserted by sectior 4 of the Tamil Nadu 
Anatomy ( ~ ~ ~ ~ d m e n t )  Act, 1960 (Tamil Nadu Act 10 of 1960). 

n (3) of section 3 
1 Act 2 of 19741, 

1 1974, any reference to a 
I 

e construed as a reference to 
s and any reference to a Presi- 

ed as a rsfcrcnce to a Metrobolitan 
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out the Purooses of t h 7 ~  Act. 

47------- - 
to such modification by way of am. 
the Legislature may make eith,. ., ,, .,,, OX "2 in the ~ x t  session, d 

Madras. 

SECtinn 9 war ~ a n l a r n '  




